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1. BACKGROUND 

Many Arab countries have expressed their desire to include the option of electricity generation 

and seawater desalination with nuclear energy as part of their strategies to secure and diverse 

energy supply resources. There are many reasons for the Arab countries to build nuclear power 

plants to generate electricity and seawater desalination, including the increase in energy demand, 

water scarcity, the growing shortage of oil and gas reserves and its price fluctuations, the 

relationship between energy and development, and the desire to secure energy sources and self-

sufficiency. Nuclear power has proved its reliability in terms of the safety and security, not to 

mention that it does not emit greenhouse gases and is also cost competitive compared to other 

sources of energy. Most Arab countries lack the required knowledge, skills, human resources, and 

financial resources to build nuclear power plants to generate electricity and seawater desalination, 

so they need to establish and develop the infrastructure that enables them to build these nuclear 

power plants. 2021 marked an important achievement in this part of the world with the 

connection to the grid of the first unit at Barakah site in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

Embarking on a new nuclear power programme is a major undertaking that requires careful 

planning, preparation, and investment. As described in the IAEA developed Milestones in the 

development of a national infrastructure for nuclear power a national position is central to the 

successful implementation of a nuclear power programme. Establishing a national position on 

nuclear power is a crucial element for countries embarking on a new nuclear power programme. 

A national position provides a foundation for the future development and implementation of a 

nuclear power programme. It clarifies whether and why nuclear power fits in the context of 

national priorities such as long-term energy planning, self-sufficiency and carbon emission 

reduction.  

The Arab Atomic Energy Agency (AAEA) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

are aware of the necessity of Arab countries for development of their nuclear infrastructure for 

the establishment of nuclear power programs, in particular in terms of institutional, legislative 
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and regulatory structure, human resources and conditions of choice of optimal location, nuclear 

security and safety, and public acceptance. 

2. DATE and TIME 

72  October 2021 from 11:00 to 13:00, Tunisia Time (GMT+1) 

3. OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED OUTCOME 

The objectives of this webinar are the following:  

 To share information on the IAEA support activities to the embarking countries towards 

establishing a national position for a new nuclear power programme; 

 To improve knowledge about the development of a national position for a new nuclear power 

programme, including the role of the NEPIO; 

 To develop an understanding of the typical contents of a comprehensive report required to 

make a knowledgeable decision about embarking on a nuclear power programme; 

 To exchange information and experiences of Arab countries on national approaches to 

establishing nuclear power infrastructure; and 

 To update the status and lessons learned from the establishing a national position for a new 

nuclear power programme in Arab countries. 

 

4. PARTICIPATION 

 

The webinar will be open for all interested people in the field of nuclear power programme. 

 

5. LANGUAGE: 

  

The language of the webinar will be English. 

 

6. ORGANIZATION AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT 

  

The AAEA secretariat will prepare the announcement of the event and will distribute it to 

potential audiences. It will share the webinar meeting link as soon as it is set-up for those who 

have expressed availability to attend. The stakeholders will cooperate to prepare takeaway points 

from the webinar, to be used for the elaboration of the {AAEA, IAEA and partners} plan of 

action related to the matter. 

 

7. CONTACT POINT 

 

Arab Atomic Energy Agency (AAEA) 

Daw Mosbah 

E-mail : daw12sm@yahoo.com ; aaea_org@yahoo.com 

Phone: + 21622954348 

 

mailto:daw12sm@yahoo.com
mailto:aaea_org@yahoo.com
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8. REGISTRATION 

 

To register, please send your request to the E-mail address: aaea_org@yahoo.com   

daw12sm@yahoo.com . Registration can be done also through the link : https://bit.ly/3zTojVi 

 

9. AGENDA 

 
Item ACTIVITY Time 

1 Welcoming and Introduction: AAEA  
Mr. Salem HAMDI, Director General of AAEA 

 

5 min 

2 Opening Remarks: IAEA  

Mr. Dohee HAHN, Director of Nuclear Power Division (NENP)  
 

10 min 

Moderators: Daw MOSBAH- AAEA and Yasser ELLETHY-IAEA  
 

Presentations: 

3 
The National position to develop a new nuclear power programme, Eric 

MATHET- NIDS   
15 min 

4 
AAEA role in developing and strengthening nuclear power infrastructure 

in Arab countries, Daw MOSBAH- AAEA 
15 min 

5 
Lessons learned on national position: feedback and observations from 

INIR missions and other IAEA activities, Mehmet CEYHAN - NIDS 
15 min 

6 

Case Studies from Arabian countries: Establishing a national position for a 

new nuclear power programme: Speakers from UAE, Egypt, Sudan, and 

Jordan, AAEA 

40 min 

7 Q & A session 15 min 

8 Closing session 5 min 
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