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1. BACKGROUND 

Many Arab countries have expressed their desire to include the option of electricity generation 

and seawater desalination with nuclear energy as part of their strategies to secure and diverse 

energy supply resources. There are many reasons for the Arab countries to build nuclear power 

plants to generate electricity and seawater desalination, including the increase in energy demand, 

water scarcity, the growing shortage of oil and gas reserves and its price fluctuations, the 

relationship between energy and development, and the desire to secure energy sources and self-

sufficiency. Nuclear power has proved its reliability in terms of the safety and security, not to 

mention that it does not emit greenhouse gases and is also cost competitive compared to other 

sources of energy. Nuclear resilience throughout COVID19 pandemic was once more time 

demonstrated.  The Arab countries have expressed their desire to the peaceful use of nuclear 

energy especially for electricity generation and water desalination. Most Arab countries lack the 

required knowledge, skills, human resources, and financial resources to build nuclear power 

plants to generate electricity and seawater desalination, so they need to establish and develop the 

infrastructure that enables them to build these nuclear power plants plants. Year 2020 marked an 

important achievement in this part of the world with the connection to the grid of the first unit at 

Barakah site in the United Arab Emirates (UEA). 

The Arab Atomic Energy Agency (AAEA) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

are aware of the necessity of Arab countries for development of their nuclear infrastructure for 

the establishment of nuclear power programs, in particular in terms of institutional, legislative 

and regulatory structure, human resources and conditions of choice of optimal location, nuclear 

security and safety, and public acceptance. 

IAEA/AAEA support Arab countries choice to include the nuclear option of electricity 

generation and seawater desalination in their strategies to diversify energy resources. This 

workshop comes at a time when some Arab countries such as the Arab Republic of Egypt and the 
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United Arab Emirates have already started to build nuclear power plants to generate electricity, 

and many Arab countries are considering introducing the option of nuclear energy in their 

strategy to diversify energy sources and meet their development and environmental objectives. 

2. DATE and TIME 

2 March 2021 from 11:30 to 13:30, Tunisia Time (GMT+1)  

3. OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED OUTCOME 

The objectives of this webinar are the following:  

 Information on the IAEA support activities to the embarking countries towards developing the 

infrastructure of their nuclear power program; 

 Platform to communicate and discuss on the role of IAEA and AAEA to assist member states 

in initiating and implementing a successful nuclear power program; 

 Exchange of information and experiences of Arab countries on national approaches to 

establishing nuclear power infrastructure; 

 Update on the status of nuclear power programs in the Arab countries and cooperation 

between them. 

The main outcome of this event will be a call to action and a road map, to be prepared in close 

cooperation by the main involved stakeholders (AAEA, IAEA & Arabian NPP organizations). 

 

4. WEBINAR TOPICS 

  The main topics are the following: 
 

 IAEA assistance to countries embarking on nuclear power; 

 AAEA role in developing and strengthening infrastructure for nuclear power programs in 

Arab countries; 

 The IAEA milestone approach in the development of a national infrastructure for nuclear 

power enabling accelerated nuclear deployment; 

 The IAEA integrated nuclear infrastructure review service; 

 Update on the status and lessons learned from the implementation of nuclear power programs 

in Arab countries. 

5. PARTICIPATION 

The webinar will be open for all competent and interested people in the field of nuclear power 

program. 

6. LANGUAGE: The webinar will be English. 

 

7. ORGANIZATION AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT 

  

The AAEA secretariat will prepare the announcement of the event and will distribute it to 

potential audiences. It will share the webinar meeting link as soon as it is set-up for those who 

have expressed availability to attend. The stakeholders will cooperate to prepare takeaway points 
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from the webinar, to be used for the elaboration of the {AAEA, IAEA and partners} plan of 

action related to the matter. 

8. CONTACT POINTS 

 

Arab Atomic Energy Agency (AAEA) 

Daw Mosbah 

E-mail : daw12sm@yahoo.com ; aaea_org@yahoo.com 

Phone : + 21622954348 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

Yasser Ellethy  

E-mail : Y.ellethy@iaea.org 

Phone: + 43 681 20256815 

 

9. REGISTRATION 

To register, please send your request to the E-mail address: aaea_org@yahoo.com   

daw12sm@yahoo.com . Registration can be done also through the link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_31l85SU6RsW537RxrqA9qg 

 

10. Draft AGENDA 

Item ACTIVITY Time 

1 Welcoming and Introduction: AAEA  
Mr. Salem Hamdi, Director General of AAEA 

 

5 min 

2 Opening Remarks: IAEA  

Mr. Dohee HAHN, Director of Nuclear Power Division (NENP)  
 

10 min 

Moderators: AAEA and IAEA representatives 
 

Presentations: 

3 
The IAEA milestone approach in the development of a national 

infrastructure for nuclear power (Milko KOVACHEV, NIDS SH)   15 min 

4 
AAEA role in developing and strengthening nuclear power infrastructure in 

Arab countries, Daw Mosbah, AAEA 
15 min 

5 
IAEA support to countries embarking on nuclear power (John HADDAD, 

NIDS) 
15 min 

6 
The IAEA integrated nuclear infrastructure review service (covering all 3 

phases) (Mehmet CEYHAN, NIDS) 
15 min 

7 
Emerging commercial nuclear technologies and their deployment pathway 

IAEA  
10 min 

9 
Experiences of Arab countries in the development of nuclear power 

infrastructure (Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Sudan) 
20 min 

10 Q & A session 15 min 
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